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April is the “Month of the Military Child.” School divisions are encouraged to take time to recognize the nation’s military servicemen and

sernvicewomen, their families and their children. 1 K tk
PURPLE UP!
for military kids

Across the nation, Tuesday, April 15, 2014, will be the day to “Purple Up! For Military Kids.” People are being encouraged to wear purple on
that date to show support for our military kids and to thank them for their strength and sacrifices

April was designated as “The Month of the Military Child™ by former Secretary of Defense, Caspar W. Weinberger in 1986 to recognize
the contributions of children whose parents serve in the military and celebrate their spirit.

Often military children are looked up to for their resilience and ability to deal with life-changing events, but frequent moves, family
separations through deployments and reintegration issues following deployments make life especially challenging for many military
children.

School divisions are encouraged to take time in April, and throughout the year, to recognize the service of military servicemen and
senvicewomen, their families and their children. See this letter from the Military Interstate Children’s Compact Commission (MIC3) for
more information about the “Month of the Military Child.”

Here are some possible “Month of the Military Child" activities:

Create a “Wall of Honor™ which features photos and short stories about service members connected to the school

Invite a veterans group to demonstrate flag etiquette and flag folding.

Establish a Patriotic Day and encourage educators and students to wear patriotic colors

Invite service members to speak with classes about what it's like to be in the military.

On April 15 participate in Purple Up! by wearing purple in recognition of military kids, families and friends. For more information, see the Virginia 4-H Wilitary Club

flier about the month of the military child.
Present military youth with a Certificate of Recoanition. Service members are often recognized with certificates and medals for their outstanding service, and
children will be able to hang their own certificate on the wall along with those of their parents.
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Memo to Superintendents
and School Counselors

Superintendent’s Memo #079-14

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
Department of Education

April 4. 2014
TO: Division Superintendents
FROM: Patricia I. Wright, Superintendent of Public Instruction

SUBJECT: Month of the Military Child

Governor Terry McAuliffe has recognized April 2014 as Military Child Month in the Commonwealth of Virginia. The Governor’s proclamation coincides with the Military Interstate Children’s Compact
Commission recognition of this special celebration to honor military children.

Often military children are looked up to for their resilience and ability to deal with life-changing events, but frequent moves, family separations through deployments and reintegration issues following
deployments make life especially challenging for many military children. School divisions are encouraged to take time in April, and throughout the year, to recognize the service of military servicemen and
servicewomen, their families and their children.

Across the nation, Tuesdav. April 15, 2014, will be the day to “Purple Up! For Military Kids.” People are encouraged to wear purple on April 15th to show support for our militarv kids and to thank them for
their strength and sacrifices. For more ideas of how to celebrate military children in vour school and division, please visit the "Recognize and Celebrate Military Children” page of the Virginia Department of
Education (VDOE) Web page.

We invite you to share photos and/or a description of your school’s and division’s “Month of the Military Child™ events and activities with the Department of Education so they can be shared on our Web site
and presented to the Virginia Council on the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children.

Please also take time to visit the military families' page of the VDOE Web site which includes updated resources and tools for school divisions and military families. The resource pages include:

ortunity for Military Children - includes information on the Council's quarterly meetings and annual reports. The Virginia Council. created
by the 2009 General Assembly. was formed to assist in easing the transition of the children of military families into school as a result of frequent moves and deplovment of their parents.

* Guidance Documents & Training Materials - includes guidance documents on kev issues like special education transfers, graduation requirements, enrollment, and implementation of the Compact. The
guidance documents are designed to provide technical assistance for school officials. administrators and teachers in formulating local policies and decisions.
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Month Of The Military Child

4/1/2014
WHEREAS, thousands of brave Americans demonstrate their courage and commitment to freedom by serving the
Armed Forces of the United States both on Active Duty and in the National Guard and Reserves; and

WHEREAS, there are approximately 250,000 children (of whom 75,000 are school-aged) with parents serving the
military either on Active Duty, in the National Guard or Reserves and stationed in Virginia; and

WHEREAS, Virginia has one of the highest numbers of military school age children in the nation and is committed to
being an active participantin the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children which
facilitates military children’s transition in school systems across state lines; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Virginia is partnering with the U.S. Department of Defense to increase access to
affordable, quality childcare for military children; and

WHEREAS, the youth of our service members continue to make significant contributions to family, schools,
communities, the nation and our Commonwealth, despite prolonged and repeated absences of one or both parents;
and

WHEREAS, these children are a source of pride and honor to us all, and itis only fitting that we take the time to
recognize their contributions, celebrate their spirit, and let our men and women in uniform know that while they are
taking care of us, we are taking care of their children; and

WHEREAS, the recognition of the "Month of the Military Child" allows us to pay tribute to military children for their
commitment, patience, courage and unconditional support of their parents;

NOW, THEREFORE, |, Terence R. McAuliffe, do hereby recognize April 2014 as Month of the Military Child in our
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, and | call this observance to the attention of our citizens.
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“Art of Being a Military Child”

Art exhibit at Lynnhaven Mall featuring City of Virginia Beach
Public School students artwork about military children — on
o e display all April

......
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* partnership between Naval Air Station (NAS) Oceana, Joint Expeditionary Base (JEB) Little Creek-Fort
Story, Virginia Beach City Public Schools (VBCPS) and Lynnhaven Mall



Celebrations in Virginia Beach
City Public Schools

» “We Serve Too” Banners
» Assembly to share personal testimonies of military students

i STRAWBRIDGE
CELEBRATES THE
MILITARY CHILD
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A commitment to provide all students with the necessary skills to thrive as 21st century leamers, workers and citizens.

VIRGINIA BEACH CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Schools Programs Leadership P i i Staff Jobs Newsroom

Federal grant application information presented
to School Board 042414

Plaza Middle wins national Environmental
Sustainability Innovation Award 04/22/14

Check out the latest edition of Appie-A-Day

Annual Student Art Show set for Pembroke Mall

Meet the newest member of the Compass
Keepers Club, Dey's Debbie Cathey 04/21/14

VBCPS launches new survey for community
input 042114

VBCPS takes part in "Art for Change' 04/15/14

'The Power of Belief' is perfect for gift giving

Cooke students receive spring break beach
bags 04/14/14

PAHS alum Pharrell Williams talks about the
imnortant role teachers nlaved in shanina his
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Ringling Blue Star

Organized by Ringling Brothers Circus and Blue Star
Families, circus performers visited the base and held
a private show for military families




In-Service Training

Teaching our future teachers about the unique needs
of military children, the Interstate Compact, and the
Month of the Military Child

NORFOLK STATE UNIVERSITYe



N. B. Clements Jr. High School, Prince
George County Public Schools

-

Student2Student (S2S) events to
celebrate military youth Q?

: : WHEN.
> Breakfast catered by Chick-Fil-A “May, i
) 014

» Military student luncheon
» Cookout for dependent students



William A. Walton Elementary, Prince
George County Public Schools

HOME FRONT HELPER . o
,mm;t » Home Front Helper Certificates

Silitsecy Fresuily stry

T ho 1

»Military parents reading to
students

»Bring your Service member to
Lunch Day — April 24

»World Map to show where

military students have lived




Prince George High School, Prince

George County Public Schools

<1, > Daily announcement of “Month of the Military
,Chlld recognition

»Pizza luncheon for new military students — April 9
»Token of appreciation given to each military youth
at Student2Student (S2S) meeting — April 21
»Developing a “Military Child Wall of Fame”

»S2S ice-cream social — April 30

http://www.militarychild.org/
parents-and-
students/programs/student-2-
student

M litary-Connected StudentsTeaching Educators
oooooooo petition
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Celebrating Diversity in STEM

"Sneak Peek" into the 3rd USA Science & Engineering Festival
for military youth
St

COL Gadson, Garrison Commander, Fort Belvoir,
hosts Walt Whitman Middle School



Pre-K Kinder Campus Tours

Pre-K Kinder Campus Tours to positively impact school
adjustment by beginning to shape the child’s
expectations and social skills

April 9-10, Fairfax County

[

* School Support Services at Ft. Belvoir, in coordination with US Army Child Youth & School Services Strong Beginnings
program and FCPS
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Kids Fest/Teen Fest, Ft. Belvoir

A carnival style event for local military families




2 Belvoir Eagle
April 24, 2014

Partners in Education Project
The Belvoir Eagle

April is Month of the Military Chlld
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‘Born Ready

the pride they feel for the service of their parents. These young people display, And Tough” in the miitary.
Moving Along: Military brats make the
most out of transitions

By Mary Logan and Sarah Donnelly

We were all sitting around the dinner table when the
conversation starts: -1 talked to my detailer today. He
is cutting me new orders. We're moving in two months.”

When I was pounger, arevela-

tion ke thiswould have opened

the door to new adventures, new
ds

Just the thought of dismantling
my room, the first T haven't had
to share in my life, makes me
cringe T con feel a warm finge of
anger in the pit of my stomach,
‘mizxed with impending anxiety.
1 never signed up for this erazy
life, and sometimes, it gets to
me. Don't all the experts say
that a child needs stability to
thrive? Well, hello, my world

Tt is my father who serves. He has been in the Navy
for the last 25 years, but we have lived in the same home
for the last six years. Unfortunately, the lost four years
here have been without my dad. Sometimes, military
Families have difficult decisions to make, and my par-
ents decided four years ago

that since three of us would
be in high school, it would be
best.for the “continuity of our
education™ for my mom toatay
here with us while my dad
moved. He has since moved

torally around and contribute
to the wellness of our Family.
Somewhere deep within
each 'military brat' is a steely
resolve to make the best of the
hand that we have been dealt.
Don't get me wrong, we may
not like the dealer
but we know how to play our
5 My experience as a ‘mil-
itary brat' has been far less
ol thon many other
military .
ally since I, ¢ here have
Yonnm mmrem sl

St mom

Hustration by Adan Clyde

Eagle %

Col. Gregory D. Gadson
Gamison Comman der

Steohen Brooks

Publication to offer insight into the character
or military youth — through words and art,
students display personal resilience

Bolvoir Eagle
April 24,2014

Social media and military Families

By Jaelyn Quaye

Advances in technology have en-
abled our generation to have net-
works such as Facebook, Twitter,
Skype, Oovoo, Tumblr, Instagram,
and many others.

Sites like these sometimes get
bad reputation for ensnaring today’s
teens in a eyclone of technalogy, but

sites are also responsible for
bringing together Families that are
states, time zones, and

ountzis

When it comes to military Fami-

and especially deploved Sol-

* diers, Skype, Facetime and Qovoo

are the most common forms of com-

munication via video-chat. Being
to communicate wi

really decreases some of the worry
and frustration of not being able to
see that person. Knowing they are
okay is a remarkable feeling

For a child to see his or her par-

The feeling is
indescribable,
whether it's an
exchange of,

hand what it is
Iike having a de-
ployed parent
Skype made it
er for me
get through the
separation. I was able to see my dad
and tell him what was going on, how
my day was, and sometimes even
zet yelled at a little. Social network-

ez improve-
ments just

mior at Mount
Vernon High
School. “Tech-
nology has al-
ways_helped;

Twas five,
1 wrote my first

siration by Anthony Lundsford ehmml tomy dad

he was in
Afghanistan. Since then, communi-
cation has only gotten better.”
Technology brings us still claser
in other ways. Devin Johnson, cur-

who is currently deploved to South

Korea. Devin.

has had a unique ex-

perience with his father while he is
deployed due to current technology.
He has a device that hecalls a “cling

and laptop.

channel change, seemin

But after he confronte

with the stronge oceun

relieved to find that &

changing of the channe

his father, o world aw
netwo

gertips is an ar
The ways we are able
cate with each other ht

g Botvor Eaule
April 24, 2014

ent, sibling or cousin, regardless of ing made me feel
country or time zone, is priceless. was going on, put my mind at ease, Whitman

Living with a single parent in the military

By Dasades MeNeal

The military holds a special place in the
hearts of many. It seems that almost every-
one has a military with a parent,
sibling, cousin, or friend. you hear
about the uniform services, you cannot help

the military on military Families.
While many pecple realize that military de-

‘military lifestyle. people are often unasware of the
difficulties faced by single-parent households:

My name is Dasades McNeal and my mom
is a Seldier in the Army. My mother has been
in the Army for more than 20 years and I am
grateful for her service

Nonetheless, sometimes the military life
Dhas been hord for me. Like many others in the
Army, my mom has been deployed many times,

but unlike many two-parent homes, when my
‘mom is deployed, I do not remain in the same
place Instead, my mother sends me to live with
my
‘While my mom is gone for 12-18 months, T
spend the furation of that trme in & place that
never quite feels like home.
timing works out and 1 zet to
There

‘place, surrounded by people
T have never met, and the only thing I want is

" Sorme pacple migh think that theze are the
same strugeles faced by all military children,
but in all honesty, they are not. My mother and

better about what rently a seventh grader at Walt to stay close at heart ¢
Middle School, hos a father  miles, states, or countr
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Family is the most impertant thing
50 we work together to defend it.

Wish-Flowers

By Samantha Grimes

We ore the wich-flowers
We are the dreamers, the believers,

Poetry
B.R.AT: Born Ready And Tough

By Alex Carerra

What it means to be a military brat
At age 4 it meant trying on your parents' combat boots
looking

At age 7 it meant getting

‘excited for a call when your
‘parents have been gone for
7 months.
At age 10 it meant helping
your friend whose parent ® ® e ®

At age 14 the moving doesn't
seem odd, just orders

But ot age 13 it means you've created strang bonds with great pecple

mabuxrs to say you've been there —

up tobea
Thz) are just Bam to be Ready And Tough

I guess this is goodbye

By Samantha Grimes

Restless heart and flitting eyes
1¢s never easier saying goodbyes
landscape flashing by again
Wandering faces, places, who and when

Time and time again we reach,
With stumbling hands, out to breech

New legs on which we stand or we fall

Upon the floor of the new school hall

But beaming with smiles — weathered but bright —
We toke to the crowd in growing delight

New faces, new staries, just like a game

And hoping against hope we remember their names

Assembling ourselves anew each time
hmzumh.hmmmmmm
Our names are the easiest, concealed in a “hey”
From where? O everswhere: we will say
Kansas, Florida, Texas too

We grew up in Germany, (we swear it’s true)
No, we aren't Korean or German or French
But nor our wanderlust can we seem to quench

duty a
Lheh&nfnbrﬂll_,rulﬂdlg the fates.



Purple Up Celebrations

Virginia Tech

Petersburg




